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Deoser S,

We are a grogp of human aghts activists and concerned citizens and students who would like to urgenth
draw your aTtention to o recent incident of police violence and violation of poople’s fundamental right t©
freodom of speoch and SNPIess I,

On Sunday, 2nd Jume, a grodf of concerned Citizens aimed 1o undertake an AWACACSS campaign titled
-Bengalury with Gaza' at 4.30 PM, near Frazer Town (postet atsched). The citirens. including students,
had gathered there with inforiatonal material. Before they could even gather and stant the information
Jissominanion, police seaved tiere and sarted violently dragging the citizens away, with no explanation.
The citirens Wore dragead Inle vans and some of them were beaten by palice officials in plain clothes m
the van. There were na wouien police personnel present, yet. citizens including WomER WeTe forcefully
dragged away and manhandled by male police officials.

After this, two FiRs have been reaisterad by he Pulakeshinagar Police station against the citirens:

L Cr 7wz A leder sections 188, 290, 20} and for allegediy olating the 1C arder in WP 3781
2021 on procst)
s Op 1782024 - (Under 3ctions 506.34,504,332,383)

India's position on Palcstine

After more than 230 davs of anstrikes, forced evictons, illegal imprisoaavenls and countless war crimes,
almost 40,000 Pales s have Jied i the ongoing genocide ted by the Israchi governmant. In total disdan
apinion and public Jdomand for an jmmediate permanent ceasefire, Isracl bas now launched its
invasion of Rafah and has tnen coarrel of all the MAjor CrosSINg-POnEs. Lsrac] has weaponised sarvation
gs a means ©@ Kill, exterming . ~1d cthmically cleanse the civilian population. Isracl thus stands in gross
violation of “The Conventi e Preyention and Punishment of the Crimre of Genocide, 19487 Their
is to ethnica!ly cleame s + Palestinian population from the Occupiced territories of Gaza, e

Wea Bank & Fast’ dem Both the lnternational Court of Justice & Intemational Criminal Court have
et investigating I' + © otan ind ether 1srachi political & military leaders for war cnimes, Meanwhile,
the ariacks on UN o Scers, vitiees aa 1 workers, cspcciail_v that of United Natioas Reliel & Waorks Agency
for Palestinian Refireees (LN AWAY have been unprecadented and pose 3 threal to

the sanctity of
international law. pots Aeer i« Alorts and human rights codeavours <

| the ¢hobal community for times to




. he 1mermnalional
come This aggression cannet be allowsd and needs 1o be immediaiely stopped by the |
community

We want o note that the Government of India seross devades has continued to express its support fn; "‘:
people of Palestine und aleo expressed its support for a Palestinian state, Mf‘ TR, 4 ‘ ili; '
Minisiry of Iixternal Affairs doscribed the killings In Rafah as heartloss'. In fucl, India’s position on
Palestine “has been long standing snd consistent. We have supported a negotiated 1wo Ststo solution,
towards establishment of a sovereign, independent and vinble State of Palestine within secure and
recipniced borders, living side by side in perce with lsrel ™

The Indian freedom struggle against Dritish colonialization continues to hreathe life into our solidarity with
the colunized Palestinians. The infonmation dissemnination campaign was only one such small effort of
oltizen concerned with preserving thelr own humanity by raising their voice ngainst the brutal genocide of
the Malextinians by larael witl (e support of US and other Curopean countries.

Ihis attermpt 10 whut down information dissemination to the people of is not only contradictory to our
soverelgn pasition but also in gross violation of the citizens fundamental right to know,

Wronghul FIRs and Pollce vislence

The registration of these Flits and the violence 1s an assauli on he right to freedom of speech and
expression, and on the dignity of citizens, On the question of Palestine and the expressions of people of
Karnataka, the Fon'ble Chiel Minister Shri Siddaramaiah had written & letter that assured that the
government will not come in the way ol expression in the line of the ideals of the constitution’. That being
the case, it is inexplicable as 1o why the police tried to prevent an event that was about information
awareness and additionally violently dragged the cltizens who were planning 1o do so.

Lo The FIRs mention the violation of the | ligh Court order WP $781/2021 ns an ofTense. The gathering
was ot a protest n any form, It was neither announced nor intended ag one, There was no action
on the ground to indicste it was a protest, This being the case, why was the event treated as g
protest? The slogans which were shouted, happened after the police started violently dmgging rhe
gathered eitizons, The sloganeering was done so that the very purpose of the information drive 1o
bring awareness to the citlzens on the angoing genocide can be fulfilled. Some of the citizens who
gnthered there, trled to record (he ineident, byt the local police threatened 1o snatch their phones if
they recorded. Why should citlzens not record how the police grubbed people and dragged them?

Clavne (vili) of Seetion 2 of the Licensing und Regulation of Protests, Demonstrations and Protest
Marehios (Bengaluru city) Order, 2021 defines ‘Protest’ as the actions of congregation of ane or
e persony al one place, in a peacefid and Twful mamner withy the Intention of showing disxent
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: liglous, cudtural,
oF expressiny vpposiio or objection to issue(s) including pollflca!. W@,:&'ﬂﬂﬂm e
jamwru. workers or w oflier 1sxues, but it does not mclu.de assemblies C‘-‘: .
Licensing nnd Controlling ol Assemblies and Public Processions (Bangalore City Order, 2009

As per the Licensing aud Controlling of Assemblies and Public Prm;ms;‘imialzr; (.12:
Order, 2009 nssembly nicans @ congregation of more than 250 ms assem g [::,“l
with an jnter 0 of conducting meeting or protest, 1o hear a public speech ufcludmg political,
social, relivicus and cultural meetings 10 which the public hnve‘got frec access. Lmudl’emuuuso:
is require 'l when more than 250 persons are there, He,-r.e in this case, there were not even
people, » ot somicihing that required any license/permission.

The FIR n'o soeaks of Scetion 188 of the Indian Penal Code, 1869. For attracting the uﬂ"e.nu under
Section 1% the Indinn Penal Code, there must be an order promulgated by a public servant

lawfullv o wered. 1o abstain from a eertain act coupled with its disobedience which causes or
tends n'| ‘ Wetpuction, annoyance of injury, or risk of obstruction, annoyance or injury, to any
person | mploy o1 or 10 human life, health or safety, or causes or tends to cause a riot or
affray. 110 o in the nistant case, the gathering of people at said spot is neither a protest, a protest
march 1o test rally but a peaceful assembly of residents of Bengaluru.

Similnt ! Ser oflvnses mentioned are also not atracted. The second FIR alleges 2 violation
of Sect o citicen there assaulted the police, rather police assaulled the citizens. We are
shocke seetion hos been invoked.

Sir, why Is that

g avareness aboul a critical global issue, about a genocide, such a crime? Do
citizens not have Ho spealabout global issues with each other? Why is the police treating any event
eround the onv mitarian crsis in Palestine as o crime?

We demand th cactis per the ideals of the constitutions and uphold our rights. We appeal 1o you
to take immed, to assure citizens of Bangalore that we continue to live in a democracy where we
can freely raisc sagainst injustice without the police treating us like criminals.
1. Bothy astbe vmediately withdrawn.
2, Anin the police violence on June 2, 2024 (Sunday) must be conducted immediately,
3. :DIIT:" ¢ given m.lhc police do not disrup.t any information awareness campaigns on the
SBUC - -such s film sereenings and public engagement initiatives,

Y ours singere!
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